
 

 
 

 
AGENDA ITEM NO:  2 

 
 

 

  
Report To:            

 
Local Police & Fire Scrutiny Sub-
Committee  

 
Date:          

 
12 April 2018 

 

      
 Report By:  Corporate Director Education, 

Communities & Organisational 
Development 

Report No:  LPFS/03/18/MM  

      
 Contact Officer: Martin McNab Contact 

No:  
01475 714246  

    
 Subject: Your Service….Your Voice - A Consultation on the Safe and Planned 

Future of the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
 

   
   
   

1.0 PURPOSE  
   

1.1 The purpose of the report is to seek approval of the response to the Scottish Fire & Rescue 
Service ‘Your Service…Your Voice’ consultation. 

 

   
   

2.0 SUMMARY  
   

2.1 The Council has been invited by the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service to respond to the national 
consultation on the safe and planned future of the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service (Appendix 1).    

 

   
2.2 At the Local Police and Fire Scrutiny Sub-Committee meeting of Thursday 22nd February in 

respect of agenda item 3 regarding the Local Fire and Rescue Plan 2017-2020, it was decided 
that a response be made to the Fire and Rescue Service consultation on the basis that no 
change be made to the existing community fire station provision in Inverclyde. 

 

   

       2.3 A completed copy of the proposed response is in Appendix 2.  

   
   

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  
   

3.1 That the Sub-Committee approves the response to the consultation.   
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Martin McNab 
Acting Head of Safer & Inclusive Communities



 
4.0 BACKGROUND     

      
4.1 The Scottish Fire & Rescue Service launched a public consultation on the ‘safe and planned 

future of the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service’ on 13 February 2018.  
    

      
4.2 The Council has been invited by the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service to respond to the 

consultation. 
    

      
      

5.0 THE CONSULTATION     
      

5.1 The consultation has been developed to set out the vision of the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service, 
why the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service needs to transform and demonstrates how that 
transformation can be achieved. 

    

      
5.2 The consultation is set across several sections. These include:- 

 
• What safe and planned transformation can deliver for Scotland 
• The SFRS today 
• The need to transform 
• We can reduce demand across public services 
• We can operate more efficiently 
• The need to adopt the latest technology. 

    

      
5.3 The response to the consultation is attached as Appendix 2     

      
      

6.0 IMPLICATIONS     
      
 Strategic     
      

6.1 The Local Fire and Rescue Plan for Inverclyde 2017 – 2020 had previously been endorsed by 
the Education & Communities Committee on 31 October 2017. 

    

      
 Finance     
      

6.2 There are no financial implications.  
 
One off Costs 

 
 

 
Annually Recurring Costs/ (Savings) 
 
Cost Centre Budget 

Heading 
Budget  
Years 

Proposed 
Spend this 
Report £000 

Virement 
From 

Other Comments 

N/A     
 

 
 

Cost Centre Budget 
Heading 

With 
Effect 
from 

Annual Net 
Impact £000 

Virement 
From (If 
Applicable) 

Other Comments 

N/A      

    

      
 Legal     
      

6.3  None     
      
 Human Resources     
      

6.4 None     
      



 Equalities     
      

6.5 Has an Equality Impact Assessment been carried out? 
 

    

      
      

                             YES (see attached appendix) 
 

    

      
      
                             NO -    This report does not introduce a new policy, function or strategy or 

                           recommend a change to an existing policy, function or strategy. Therefore    
                           no Equality Impact Assessment is required. 

    

      
      
 Repopulation     
      

6.6 None     
      
      

7.0 BACKGROUND PAPERS     
      

7.1 None.     
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      Aubrey Fawcett  
BSc(Hons), DAAS, DipTP, RIBA, ARIAS, MRTPI  

Chief Executive 
Municipal Buildings 

Clyde Square 
Greenock 
PA15 1LY 

Tel: 01475 712701  
Chief.executive@inverclyde.gov.uk 

Our Ref:  AF/MM/JMcL 

Your Ref:   

Date:  28th March 2018 

Your Service….Your Voice 
Scottish Fire & Rescue Service 
Management Suite 
Headquarters 
Westburn Drive 
Cambuslang 

  G72  7NA 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Your Service…Your Voice- A consultation on the safe and planned future of the Scottish Fire & 
Rescue Service 

Thank you for giving Inverclyde Council the opportunity to comment on the Your Service…Your Voice 
consultation. This response was presented to the Inverclyde Police and Fire Scrutiny Sub-Committee 
on 12 April 2018 for approval. 

Observations 

1. The Council recognises that the Scottish Fire & Rescue Service (SFRS) consultation is a
starting point for delivering a more efficient and effective organisation at both a national and
local area.

2. The Council do not wish to respond to the statements requiring an agree/disagree/no opinion
response.

3. The Council acknowledges that recorded incidents in Inverclyde do show a general decline
over the previous five years. However there is concern that accidental dwelling fires,
deliberate fire setting and false alarms do account for a significant proportion of SFRS
recorded incidents. The Council would have to be satisfied that fluctuating trends are
accounted for in any proposed change.

4. Whilst the Council does acknowledge that there are no confirmed plans around the national
footprint, there is concern that as a result of the consultation emergency response within
Inverclyde could be lost. The Council therefore oppose any closures of the three existing
community stations in Inverclyde.
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5. Whilst the Council understands the need for a more effective crewing model and a review of
day-time and night-time demand there is concern about the impact this could have on those
communities who rely on a local Fire & Rescue Service. The Council would have to be
satisfied that any changes to not negatively impact on service delivery within Inverclyde.

6. The Inverclyde Local Fire & Rescue Plan 2017-2020 was endorsed by Inverclyde Council
Education and Communities Committee on 31st October 2017. If there were any changes
within Inverclyde as a result of the consultation, we would suggest a review of the current local
fire plan to ensure its continuing relevance.

7. The Council broadly welcomes some of the proposals around the future firefighter role
especially those around the reduction of antisocial behaviour through wider youth and social
prevention work and around inspection and enforcement responsibilities. The Council requests
that any changes are discussed with the relevant Council services to ensure there is no
duplication of service provision or gaps within existing service provision.

8. As the Scrutiny Lead and Community Safety Partner, the Council is fully supportive of the
work SFRS play locally in contributing to Inverclyde Outcome Improvement Plan as well as the
contribution to making Inverclyde a safer place.

The Council will continue to support SFRS and other partners to help provide a safe environment for 
our communities. 

Yours sincerely 

Aubrey Fawcett 
Chief Executive 
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